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What is a Knowledge Organiser? Why do I have to carry my Knowledge Organiser around with me? 

A knowledge organiser is a document that sets out the key information 
you need to understand, learn and memorise in each of the topics you 
study in this learning cycle.  You will be given 3 Knowledge Organisers over 
the academic year.  

Your teachers may use your Knowledge Organisers in lessons.  They are 
yours forever and you should annotate or highlight them if it helps you 
remember the information.  They will be used in lessons when you have a 
cover teacher, during form time and as part of homework.  

How should I use my Knowledge Organiser? What do I do with my Knowledge Organiser at the end of the cycle? 

You should use your Knowledge Organiser to learn this key information 
and commit it to memory.  Your teachers will often quiz you on the 
information in the Knowledge Organiser and the content will be useful for 
your exams at the end of the year.  The best way of using it is to use the 
look, cover, write, check method. 

You need to keep your knowledge organisers your Knowledge Organiser 
folder and keep taking them to lessons. Your teachers may refer back to 
key learning earlier in the year and use them for revision. By the end of 
Year 9 you will have been given 9 Knowledge Organisers.  

Why is a Knowledge Organiser important? 

New GCSE specifications mean that students have to memorise more facts, equations, quotations and information than ever before and there are 
things you will learn right from the start of Year 7 that you will need to know in Year 11 when you sit your GCSE exams – the Knowledge Organiser helps 
you identify the things that you will need to try to commit to your long-term memory and return to over and over again during your time at secondary 
school.  There are also things that we think it is important you learn about and remember that might not be in a GCSE exam but represent useful 
knowledge for life.  

Knowledge Organisers – A User’s Guide 

Your Knowledge Organiser is a vital document.  It contains all the key things from your lessons that you will need to work on committing to your long-
term memory. 
 
The best method to use when you are working on memorising things from your Knowledge Organiser is to self-quiz, or quiz with a partner, using the 
look, cover, write, check technique: 

 Look.  Read the piece of information carefully, two or three times. 

 Cover.  Now cover what you have just read up. 

 Write.  Now try to write down the piece of information you read. 

 Check.  Did you write the information down correctly?  If not, correct with a different coloured pen and then repeat! 
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